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Editorial Note:  Information communicated in these minutes is not to be used as official New 
Jersey Department of Environmental Protection policy or as an official Department 
notification. Contact NJDEP officials directly for official information regarding matters 
communicated in these minutes. 
 
Administrative Business 
 
Chairperson Phil Worby (QC Labs) called the meeting to order at 9:40AM.  Sharon Robinson 
(NJDHSS) made a motion to approve the September minutes and Les Glessner (LSA) 
seconded the motion. 
 
Subcommittee Reports 
 
Laboratory Certification Program:  Rachel Werner (NJDEP-OQA) announced that NJEMS 
has initiated another update.  She commented that the ACPL’s are sorted by matrix by 
default but that she can sort your ACPL at your request.  Ms. Werner wants to remind 
laboratories to visit the bulletin board at least monthly for updates such as new certified tests.   
 
Dr. Mike Miller (NJDEP-OQA) stated that the department is continuing with audits. The OQA 
Laboratory Certification Audit priority policy is to audit new laboratories and laboratories with 
new methods, problem laboratories, and then laboratories that have not been audited within 
the expected schedule (two or more years). 
 
PT program:  Dr. Mike Miller (NJDEP-OQA) states that the new DW and WP limits are 
posted on the NELAC website. The WW limits are waiting for the PTRL definition.  The SW 
footnotes should be posted with the sample requirements of 10% recovery and that the TV 
must be in the range.   
 
Madhuri Dave (STL) asked if different techniques will have different required recovery values.   
 
Rachel Werner (NJDEP-OQA) stated that the new rules apply and Dr. Miller stated that the 
Accrediting Authorities makes the final decision.   
 
Harvey Klein (GSL) asked why MTBE is classified as experimental.  Dr. Mike Miller (NJDEP-
OQA) stated that more data is needed under NELAC requirements to remove the test from 
the experimental list.   
 
Harvey Klein (GSL) asked about whether the pH certification for dischargers is necessary 
and he had concerns over the Laboratory Director title being given to individuals with a lower 
level of qualifications than was normal. 
 
Dr. Miller stated that pH is a critical parameter and that is why the department needs to audit 
these pH labs.  The data from Passaic County especially is improving and the pH analyte 
needs to be certified so the department can enforce its requirements. 
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Rachel Werner (NJDEP-OQA) reported that six vendors bid on the PT contract.  If you have 
any questions you must contact George Davis in Treasury.  The new contract starts in 
February 2005.  The January 2005 DW study will be the last PT study under the current 
contract.  All the complaint letters as well as a letter from ELAC from the current contract 
were forwarded to the Treasury Department by OQA. 
 
The next WP-PT study will ship on December 6, 2004 with notifications going out this week.   
No samples will be shipped unless paid for and no late payments will be accepted.  Payment 
for the DW study should be received by the end of November.  The next soil study (April 
2005) will be with the providers under the new contract.  The new parameters from the FoPT 
will be added to this study excluding those on the experimental list.  Rad-Chem and Dioxin 
PTs will be on the new contract. 
 
NELAC/INELA Update: Dr. Mike Miller (NJDEP-OQA) restated that the EPA wants to 
privatize the administrative part of NELAC and remove it from the R & D budget.  The EPA 
will still retain oversight and the NELAP director will still be an EPA employee.  Dr. Miller 
states that there are 12 NELAC states and that Texas should be the next addition.   
 
Dr. Mike Miller (NJDEP-OQA) states that NELAC has 2 meetings per year.  There is a 
combined NELAC / INELA meeting in Philadelphia during the week starting January 30, 
2005.  You can obtain the fee schedule from the INELA website.  This is called an “interim” 
meeting where standards and policy changes are proposed.  He encourages laboratories to 
attend. 
 
NJQL’s:  Stu Nagourney (OQA) reports that the development of the database is going well 
and that a few labs have been invited to test out the system on December 14, 2004.  The 
NJEMS system will give every lab access to an electronic type of Excel spreadsheet.  There 
will be a line for every parameter.  The information to be entered will include the 7 replicates 
from the MDL study, the data point used and the lowest calibration point from the calibration 
curve.  Mr. Nagourney states that the median of the MDL’s will be used and a multiplier of 5 
will be applied to create the NJQL.  Mr. Nagourney believes that there will be workshops in 
February/March in 2-3 different NJ areas with the software developer.  The site should be 
ready in March or April and labs will be given 60 days to post their data.  The rulemaking will 
be posted in N.J.A.C. 7:18 and comments will be accepted.  The Department hopes to have 
the NJQL’s available in 2005. 
 
Madhuri Dave (STL) asked if every certified lab will need to submit data.   Stu Nagourney 
replied that every certified lab will be expected to submit data.  Data will not be needed from 
analyses such as pH and dissolved oxygen and no Rad-Chem or air studies will be 
requested.  Stu Nagourney stated that the Department needs enough data for their 
calculations.  For the parameters with a low volume of testing, all labs performing that testing 
will need to participate.   
 
Harvey Klein (GSL) asked if the NJQL’s will eventually become standards that replace the 
PQL’s.  Dr. Mike Miller (NJDEP-OQA) stated that they would replace PQL’s and that each 
program will decide how to utilize the NJQL. 
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Madhuri Dave (STL Edison) asked if the ground water quality criteria will change and gave 
the example of the current testing for 1,3 dichloropropene where the posted detection limits 
are not able to be met.  She reported that her customers voice their concerns over this 
discrepancy. 
 
Harvey Klein (GSL) asked how often will the NJQL’s change and will they be updated with 
the development of new technology which is able to determine lower detection limits.  
Currently ground water and surface water criteria limits are low but the practical detection 
limits must be considered.  Dr. Mike Miller (NJDEP-OQA) says it is not the Department’s 
intention to recalculate NJQL’s on a yearly basis.  Dr. Miller states that the PQL’s were in 
force for 9 years and were determined the same way with only a few problems.  Madhuri 
Dave (STL) voiced some concerns over compounds being dropped to unattainable low 
detection limits.   
 
Bioassay:  Bob Martino (QC Labs) reported that the subcommittee plans to meet every 6 
months in 2005.  He stated that there are three major bioassay labs in New Jersey.  They 
attend the DRBC meetings but he stated that the discussions tend to focus only on DRBC 
issues.   In the DMR program there are 150 –200 labs in the country of all sizes with 3-4 
different bioassay toxicants.  He expressed concern over results from labs with a small 
amount of testing in that they do not produce enough data to determine good quality data 
points.  Bob Martino suggested that the DEP evaluate this problem.  He stated that 
Pennsylvania had a NELAC program for wastewater with the Bioassay accredited for testing.  
Florida, California and New Jersey are also NELAC Bioassay states.  
 
By-Laws:  No report 
 
Sludge (Biosolids): No report 
 
Communications and OQA Website:  Martin Hackman(NJDEP-OQA) provided the 
information that the OQA website is located at http://www.nj.gov/dep/oqa.   
 
Dr. Mike Miller (NJDEP-OQA) reported on the EAS (Eastern Analytical Symposium) in 
Somerset, NJ.  He stated that there was a lot of new equipment to view and the general 
display was worth visiting.  He reported that there were very few environmental labs in 
attendance and that you should submit requests for topics and speakers to him so that they 
could be considered for the next seminar. 
 
Old Business 
 
Bureau of Safe Drinking Water: Linda Bonnette (NJDEP-BSDW) reported good attendance 
at the BSDW RoundTable.  SDWIS is managing the electronic submissions and is requiring 
lab sample ID numbers on submissions.  When you submit VOC’s you will need a unique lab 
sample number.  Labs interested in participating in the pilot study program should contact 
Linda Bonnette.   
 
Phil Worby (QC Labs) asked if the information from the speakers at the Round Table would 
be made available on the NJDEP website.  Ms. Bonnette said she would forward that request 
to see if the Power Point presentations are available. 



Final ELAC Meeting Minutes November 2004, Page 4 of 4 
 

 
PWTA: Harvey Klein (GSL) expressed concern over the reporting of Total Coliform results 
with the new proposed PWTA electronic submission forms and requested that the ELAC 
membership submit a request for the BSDW to alter it’s new software form for PWTA that 
states that a positive Total Coliform result with a negative Fecal Coliform result is not a 
primary failure.  Phil Worby (Chairperson) asked for comments from those committee 
members present.  Following a discussion regarding this matter, a vote was taken with no 
objections from the membership that a letter be sent to the BSDW requesting that the new 
PWTA form be changed to indicate that a positive Total Coliform result with a negative Fecal 
Coliform is a primary failure.   
 
Phil Worby (QC labs) stated that he would attempt to get Mr. Barker Hamill or a PWTA 
representative to attend the next meeting to address the committee’s concerns. 
 
Site Remediation:  No Report 
 
New Business 
 
Nominations for ELAC Chairperson:  Phil Worby (Chairperson) opened the nomination 
period for the 2005-2006 Chairperson.  Harvey Klein (GSL) nominated Mr. David Speis 
(Accutest).  Mr. Worby (Chairperson) indicated that in previous conversations with Mr. Speis 
(Accutest), he would be unable to chair the ELAC committee due to other obligations and 
would respectfully decline the nomination.  Mr. Klein stated that he would chair the committee 
if no one else was nominated.  Mr. Worby stated that the nomination period would remain 
open until the December ELAC meeting. 
 
SQAR:  No report 
 
Meeting Topics:  Phil Worby encourages individuals with ideas for extra meeting topics to 
send him the information by email.  He will try to make the arrangements.    
 
There were not any other new issues.  The meeting adjourned at 11:25 AM. 
 
The next meeting is scheduled for 9:30AM on December 09, 2004 – 4th Floor Conference 
Room.   
 
Note: All visitors must show one form of identification with a photo, or two non-photo IDs, 
when signing in at a DEP building. This will be performed at all DEP main lobbies in the 
Trenton complex (401, 501, 440 and 428). 
 
All visitors should be prepared to verify their identification. 
 
 
 


